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PLATO TOWNSHIP 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

Plato Town Hall, Plato Center, IL 

February 25, 2025 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

  Supervisor McMahon called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

 

ROLL CALL 

  Present: Supervisor Mike McMahon; Trustees: Jake Myers, Ron Straub, Joe Hulke, and Heather Wallace; Highway 

Commissioner Larry Trainor; Assessor Roush; Clerk Beth Gehrke 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

  The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

CITZENS TO BE HEARD 

  None. 

   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  Clerk Gehrke emailed the Township Officials the January 28, 2024, regular board meeting minutes prior to 

tonight's meeting. 

  A motion to approve the minutes of the January 28, 2024, regular board meeting was made by Hulke, 

seconded by Myers.  Motion carried. 

 

KANE COUNTY SHERIFF'S REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 

   The representative was on duty and unable to attend.   

 

PGFPD 

  Robert Seyl, President of the Pingree Grove Countryside Fire Protection District, was in attendance to present 

information regarding potential tornado sirens in the township. He provided the board with 2 proposals for services 

and is looking for financial partnership with the township. The PGFPD is researching where sirens are needed 

within their 50 Square mile district. Tornado sirens cover a four-square mile area.  Chief Stout spoke informing the 

board of other area tornado sirens. The goal is for safety for the citizens.  Discussion followed with brainstorming of 

other potential funding sources. 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION: ASSESSOR POSITION 

  Board members were provided with resumes from two people interested in the position of assessor, Agnieszka U. 

Pietak and David W. Binz.  Mr. Binz was present to speak about his interest and qualifications.  He is a township 

resident and an appraiser.  He would like to spend some time with Assessor Roush to learn more about the position.   

 

SUPERVISOR'S REPORT 

 TOI 

  Supervisor McMahon will be taking a class on grant writing 

 GWA/Audit Contract 

  Audit costs have increased by approx. 30% 

 CDBL Sponsorship Signs 

  CDBL would like to put up sponsorship signs at the concession stand at the park.  McMahon told them the 

township would want revenue share.  Wallace reminded that no foods can be cooked for sale at the park because it 



Plato Township Board Meeting Minutes 

February 25, 2025 
Page 2 of 4 

 

does not meet health codes.  McMahon will talk to CDBL regarding what exactly they are planning to use the 

concession stand for and where the signs would be placed. 

 Cornerstone 

  Cornerstone Church is for sale, but it appears it would be beyond the township’s finances.  If citizens would like 

the township to look into the possibility of purchase, McMahon will pursue. 

   

   Financial Reports, Warrants & Affirm Bills  

  Board members were emailed financials prior to tonight's meeting and were provided with hard copy for the 

meeting.    Supervisor McMahon reviewed the financials and answered questions. 

  Total Assets: Township $1,171,339.15 

           Road   1,173,792.16   

  A motion to approve the February 2025, warrants and financial reports subject to audit was made by Hulke, 

seconded by Straub.  Motion carried.  (Roll call: Hulke - aye, Myers - aye, Straub - aye, Wallace - aye, McMahon 

- aye) 

 

HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER'S REPORT 

  The final agreement with Canadian National has been received regarding the Muirhead Road bridge.  All salt has 

been bought.  Trainor has communicated with Water Resources regarding an open tile at Bowes Bend.  He also is 

watching the Solar Farm progress making sure things are being done as agreed upon. 

 

  Trainor brought up the problems regarding the school’s response to the malfunction of the Bluepoint alarm at 

Central High School.  Discussion followed. McMahon asked Matt Clark, Secretery of the PGFPD, if he would 

coordinate a round table with the Fire Department, Sherriff’s Department, School, Highway Department, and 

Supervisor McMahon. 

 

ASSESSOR'S REPORT 

  Assessor Roush provided the board with a written report, which is attached, and reviewed building in the township. 

   

CLERK'S REPORT 

  Clerk Gehrke reminded the board of the April 8th Annual Town Meeting held at 7:00PM at the Town Hall.  Any 

agenda items need to be submitted to the Township Clerk by March 1st.  The agenda will be approved at the next 

board meeting. 

     

OLD BUSINESS 

  None 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

   Assessor’s Budget 

  Board members were provided with the Assessor’s Budget Request.  She has requested an increase in the budget  

in order to hire someone this year to learn the assessor’s job.  Printing has gone up as there are more mailings.  She 

has received some inquiries regarding the Assessor’s position, but they desire insurance. 

   

   Plato Park 

  Beavers are plugging the outflow at the pond and will need to be controlled. 

        

  A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 6:52 PM by McMahon, seconded by Wallace.  Motion carried. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

_____________________________ 

Beth Gehrke, Plato Township Clerk 

 

 

 

Approved by: 

 

______________________ ______________________ ________________________  

Mike McMahon, Supervisor Joe Hulke, Trustee  Jake Myers, Trustee  

 

___________________  ______________________ 

Ron Straub, Trustee  Heather Wallace, Trustee 
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TO: Plato Township Board 

RE: Assessor Report 

Date: February 25, 2025 

 

January 28, 2025 – February 25, 2025 

Sales processed:  42 

Permits House processed:  4 

Measured Homes:  20 

Permits Extras processed:  39 

Measured Extras:  0 

Address Changes processed: 127 

Corrections: 0 

Divisions/Consolidations: 0 

Parcel Count: 5544 

 

We are still measuring new improvements when the weather permits. 

We continue to update properties as we find new information.  We are going through aerial views of farmland and 

making necessary changes to send to the County.  Some cropland or wasteland areas have changed over the years.  

We are also trying to verify if they are still farming.  I am sending letters to property owners that we are unsure if 

they are farming. 

 

We are verifying that the information the County has is the same information we have to begin the 2025 tax year. 

 

It looks like we have 6 lots left in Highland Woods to sell to a builder (probably Pulte.) 

Bowes Creek has only 2 permits left to build on.  We have 5 homes to measure. 

 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Janet Roush – CIAO 

Plato Township Assessor+ 

 


